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What is Opus Independents? 

Opus Independents Ltd is a not-for-profit, independent 
organisation working in culture, politics and the arts, 
encouraging and supporting participation, activism and 
creativity through a range of mediums including print, film, 
online and live events.
 
Currently our main project strands are Now Then Magazine 
and the Now Then Discounts App, Opus Distribution, Wordlife 
and Festival of Debate. We also take on a variety of bespoke 
commissions and funded work.
 
As a social enterprise limited by guarantee, Opus Independents 
operates under the triple bottom line accounting framework, 
ensuring not only financial, but also social and environmental 
outputs through its project work.
 
At its core, Opus is a democratic arts and politics organisation 
providing commercial mechanisms for creative activities which 
support local communities and encourage progressive social 
change. Opus works exclusively with independent traders, 
community groups, charities and local government and 
does not accept revenues from multi-national or corporate 
businesses.

 
 

 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that 
ever has.”  

Our activities are orientated around creative information 
delivery – be it physically through our events, magazine and 
leaflet distribution service, or digitally through our extensive 
online networks, social media pages, websites and app projects.

Opus has the mechanisms, the knowledge and the trust of its 
audiences and partners to deliver information effectively and 
with integrity.

INTRODUCTION

• Access an active and engaged audience
• Communicate your message creatively
• Engage online and in the flesh
• Bespoke marketing packages covering adverts,   
 social media, leaflets and multimedia
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What is Now Then?

Now Then is a free magazine distributed all over Sheffield and the Peak 
District, lovingly produced by Opus Independents.
 
Now Then is a full-colour, content-led magazine featuring articles and interviews on local and national 
politics, culture, independent trade, art, music, film, poetry and satire and it’s read by around 30,000 
people each month.

Who do we serve?

We work exclusively with local traders, community groups, local 
government and charities, creating and sustaining strong networks 
and shared ideologies of independent trading. Now Then encourages 
readers to keep their money in the local economy, for the local economy, 
so we don’t fill our pages to the brim with adverts from major brands or 
transnational corporations.
 
The magazine makes a concerted effort to encourage freedom of speech and action amongst its readers. 
We attribute a maximum of a third of the magazine’s pages to advertising, as opposed to the saturated 
75% of many other free magazines, ensuring that your business stands out.
 
We believe, as do our readers, that this adds integrity and value to the content of the magazine and to 
Now Then as a trusted brand in itself.

How do we print?

We are committed to the highest standard of print quality and paper stock. Each issue of Now Then 
stands out from its competitors, adding value and pleasure to the experience of reading, but also to the 
adverts in the magazine. The production quality of Now Then leads readers to follow it on a monthly 
basis and ensures that past issues are collected, treasured and revisited.

NOW THEN MAGAZINE

Now Then is a great magazine which is strongly supportive of independent venues in the 
city. It’s also different from any other magazine in Sheffield and its quirkiness is appealing 
to readers and traders alike. Now Then as a consequence is held in high regard by the local 
community, which means that it’s a perfect publication to reach our target market.  
Adrian Bagnoli - Owner, Cubana Tapas Bar & Restaurant

CUBANA 

Now Then is read by 
30,000 people each 
month
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Why use print when you have free social media?

With the rise of digital and social marketing, it can be difficult to see how print fits into your 
marketing mix. The power of print advertising is that it’s trusted and, when combined with 
high-quality design and a respected publication, it really stands out.
 
Print advertising is not fleeting. It presents a consistent and enduring image of your business, 
meaning that the messages conveyed stay with your customers.
 
Social media is a fantastic way of engaging with your customers, and Now Then is very active 
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, with a combined follower count of over 20,000. But for 
consumers to remember a message they need to see it seven times. Recent research by NHS 
marketing shows that messages need to be seen through a variety of mediums to be most 
successful. A mix of marketing mediums, including social media and print advertising, is the 
key to successfully conveying your message, and this is what we offer.
 
Advertising in Now Then is a fantastic long-term branding exercise, with many people keeping 
hold of past issues for years. As a business, you will be associated with a magazine which only 
supports independent traders, community groups and charities, and one which cares deeply 
about the community we live in. 

We are a like-minded company and share some similar community values [...] Not only 
are you buying advertising with Now Then Magazine, but they work with us on many fun, 
content-generating projects, from collaborating on special one-off beers to videos to access 
to the Now Then Discounts App [...] The marketing spend with Opus is also quantifiable, so 
you know where your budget is being spent due to the analytics and feedback data they can 
provide. 
Dan Baxter - Abbeydale Brewery

ABBEYDALE BREWERY

Now Then offers a unique perspective on and is an integral part of Sheffield’s independent/
DIY culture. Their engagement and support of independent shops, cafes, bars, music, 
writing and the arts helps to ensure that the conversation happens. As a promoter of non-
mainstream music nights, I have truly valued the opportunity to advertise in a publication 
that I know will reach a broad, creative and engaged demographic [...] Long may Now Then 
continue to enliven the Sheffield cultural scene. 
Jez Matthews - Jazz at the Lescar & Sheffield Jazz

SHEFFIELD JAZZ
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Over 350 public locations inside 
the Sheffield ring road. 
All key areas and streets, 
including Glossop Rd, West St, 
Division St, The Moor, Tudor 
Square and environs, Campo 
Lane, Leopold Square, The 
Wicker and Kelham Island. 

 

Locations outside the ring 
road but within the city limits. 
Ecclesall Rd and all offshoots, 
London Rd, Chesterfield Rd, 
Woodseats, Nether Edge, 
Abbeydale Road, Heeley, 
Millhouses, Totley, Greenhill, 
Dore, Fulwood, Broomhill, 
Crookes, Crookesmoor, Walkley, 
Crosspool, Fir Vale, Firth Park, 
Shire Green, Parson Cross, 
Pitsmoor, Burngreave and 
Hillsborough.

Fir Vale, Firth Park, Shire 
Green, Parson Cross, Pitsmoor, 
Burngreave and Hillsborough. 
 
 
 
Hathersage, Hope, Castleton, 
Bakewell, Ashford-in-the-
Water, Monsal Head, Litton and 
Tideswell. 

Where can you find it?

Now Then is available to pick up for free throughout 
Sheffield, with around 350 pickup locations in the city 
centre alone and a further 750 in outer lying areas. 
From Totley to Burngreave, Bakewell to Broomhill, 
Sharrow Vale to Hillsborough, you’ll find a copy of 
Now Then in all the major Sheffield ‘villages’, with 
an increasing number of pick-up spots each month 
as more and more businesses and community 
organisations ask to be added to our distribution list.
 
Uniquely, we also distribute to pivotal hubs within 
the Peak District and North Derbyshire, including 
Bakewell and Buxton. Now Then can be found in 
local shops, bars, restaurants, doctors, dentists, 
hairdressers, libraries, tourist information centres, 
hotels, cinemas, cafes, takeaways, museums, theatres, 
and universities, as well as online each month.
 
Now Then is the most widely distributed magazine in Shef-
field. We average three distribution ‘runs’ of the maga-
zine per month, ensuring that key hotspots are always 
well stocked. 

THE PEAK DISTRICT

Hillsborough 

Ecclesall Rd

Broomhill 

Totley

Woodseats

London Rd

Abbeydale 
Rd

Crosspool

GreenhillDore

Kelham
Island

Firth Park

Hathersage

We love Now Then magazine and it has a very loyal following within our customers. We sell 
quality cheese and deli products from small scale, independent producers and we think this 
sits well with the ethos of the magazine. James is also a very nice man who helps to produce 
the advertisement that you need.  
Nick Peck - Porter Brook Deli 

PORTER BROOK DELI

Now Then is the most widely 
distributed magazine in the city, 
with over 1,000 pickup locations.

City Centre Out of Town North Sheffield
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Benefits and features of advertising in Now Then

Contact Us

James Lock
james@weareopus.org

BENEFITS

 Supporting Sheffield independent trade  

 Distributed to over 1,000 locations around 
Sheffield and the Peak District  

  Support citizen journalism, debate & freedom of 
expression in Sheffield  

 Contribute to the arts and creative expression in 
Sheffield  

 84% of our readers say that Now Then made 
them more likely to spend money with local 
independent traders. 

 Probably the highest pick up rate of any free 
magazine in Sheffield (90-95%)  

 Reach 30,000 readers across Sheffield and the 
surrounding areas 

 Free equivalent advert online  

 Receive 4,000 hits online per month  

 Work exclusively with local independent traders, 
charities, local government and community groups  

 Only a third of our magazine attributed to 
advertising to ensure you stand out  

 Free placement feature on our back cover

 
FEATURES

 Sheffield’s only content-led magazine  

 An original front cover design each month, both 
in print and online

 A different featured artist every month, from 
cover to cover

 Citizen journalism - written by the people, for 
the people

 Shout Outs - your opportunity to be our 
featured monthly business

 Localcheck - regular features on local politics  
and community issues

 Food - a look at food and food culture, in 
Sheffield and further afield

 Music - eclectic, relevant, contemporary music 
section, including exclusive interviews and reviews

 Filmreel - film reviews and analysis

 Wordlife - original poetry and creative writing

 Regular social and political commentaries, satire 
and interviews

Visit nowthenmagazine.com  
to view this month’s issue and complete back issues.

As an independent business working in culture and the arts, we’ve found Now Then to be the 
perfect organisation to help us spread the word about our events. With a readership which 
is highly engaged and a consistently impressive range of editorial and featured artists, it’s a 
pleasure to work with the Now Then team.
Kate Hewett - Harley Live & Outlines Festival, Marketing and Programming Director

HARLEY LIVE
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Visit nowthenmagazine.com to view this month’s issue and back issues.



Female

Male

57%

41%

16 to 25

26 to 29

27%

19%
30s 27%
40s 14%

Over 50 13%

How often do they attend music events? 

G
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5% More than once a week

7% Weekly

11% Fortnightly

26% Monthly

39% Occasionally

11% Rarely

1% Never

ABOUT OUR READERS

81% Restaurants

88% Pubs & Cafes

57% Bars & Clubs

61% Events

36% Clothes & Fashion

65% Real ale

70% Food

37% Antiques, Furniture & Household

56% Cinemas

How many actively choose to buy from independent traders?

Now Then readers actively support independent traders

How many readers bought goods or services or attended events advertised in Now Then? 

66% of readers have attended 
events advertised in Now Then 

66%
40%
16%

20%
16%

91% find the content interesting, engaging and informative

74% said we’re the best of the bunch compared to other free magazines

84% said Now Then makes them more likely to spend money with local independent traders

90% said that articles in Now Then have increased their awareness of local culture
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What do people think about Now Then?

419 respondents. Survey conducted online and in person in December 2016. 

Attended events

Purchased goods

Paid for services

Made enquiries

Have not responded to adverts in the magazine



ADVERT SPEC

FULL PAGE (Framed) 190 x 272mm

HALF PAGE (Landscape) 190 x 134mm

ADVERT SIZE DIMENSIONS

NONE

NONE

BLEED

HALF PAGE (Portrait) 93 x 272mm NONE

FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE

QUARTER PAGE

£600 £500 £450

£320 £280 £260

£200 £170 £150

1 ISSUE 3 ISSUES 6 ISSUES

SALE LENGTH

Prices are per month and do not include VAT.

When designing your advert, please keep all details clear from the edge. Simple, bold designs work best.

• Please ensure your design is the correct dimensions and at a resolution of 300 ppi (pixels per inch).
• Your advert and any images used should be set to CMYK colour.
• Your advert should be sent as a PDF or JPEG file via email or a file transfer website like WeTransfer.com.

Any problems? Contact jimmy@weareopus.org.

PRICING

QUARTER PAGE (Portrait) 93 x 134mm NONE
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We are always keen to support the independent and third sectors, and we appreciate that budgets can 
be tight. Please contact us with any queries regarding pricing.

All print adverts come with an equivalent online advert placed on the Now Then website.

We are able to design adverts on your behalf. Prices start at £50 and are largely dependent on the scale 
and size of the design required. Please get in touch for a quote.

ADVERT DESIGN



WHAT IS IT? 

The Now Then Discounts App is a free-to-download tablet and 
smartphone app developed by Opus Independents to support Sheffield’s 
independent traders. Since its launch in September 2014, the App has 
had over 21,000 downloads and currently supports over 40 traders. 
The platform increases awareness of local businesses by providing 
an innovative and accessible marketing tool which supports the local 
economy. 

The App encourages consumers to make shopping locally and 
independently an everyday, ethical choice by showcasing discounts, 
offers and promotions chosen by you, the trader, and making them 
available at the touch of a button. 

 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS? 

The Now Then Discounts App has received a universally positive 
reception from users and is currently rated 4.5 out 5 stars on the  
Google Play Store. 

The App encourages people to spend their money with independent traders in Sheffield. It provides an 
informed incentive to purchase by offering discounts and promotions to the public. Each trader has the 
option to change offers each month, allowing you total control over your products and services. 

The App benefits traders by providing an affordable platform 
for businesses to market their products and services across a 
varied and actively engaged online demographic. Traders will 
also receive monthly updates on offer hits, enabling you to track 
the success of your profile and discounts. The App aims to make 
independent traders more competitive with their corporate 
equivalents and provide a constant marketing presence for all 
businesses who sign up. 

NOW THEN DISCOUNTS APP
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SURVEY: 
86% OF PEOPLE WERE 

‘EXTREMELY INTERESTED’ OR 
‘VERY INTERESTED’ IN A NOW 

THEN DISCOUNTS APP

“Top Stuff Great offers, great independent shops. The way forward.”

“Great app, great offers!! Nice app, works well on both my devices.”

USER REVIEWS

BE INDEPENDENT. BUY INDEPENDENT.



FEATURES 

      Profile page for each trader, including About Us text, opening hours, contact details and more.
      Offers & Discounts presented to user by category or by trader.
      Push notitications enable traders to reach users with short pop-up messages on their phone or       
tablet device.
      Free analytics, providing total ‘hits’ for profile page and each offer listed.
      Map featuring markers for each trader relative to user’s location, plus ability to list traders according 
to how close they are to the user.
      What’s New page, listing all new offers and discounts for easy access by users.
      Favourites, enabling users to save their favourite traders and offers for  
future access.

HOW DO WE MARKET THE APP?

      Regular advert promoting the App in Now Then Magazine (30,000 readership), plus editorial   
features focusing on new offers added to the What’s New page and a mini-section in the opening 
spread. 
      Facebook, Twitter & Instagram support (over 20,000 followers), including a sign-up tweet for each 
trader and ongoing promotion of featured offers. 
      In-store posters and window stickers to promote the App, provided by Opus Independents. 
      Flyers distributed across the city and into the Peak District. 
      On-screen adverts before films (15 certificate & above) at the Showroom Cinema. 
      Prominent inclusion on Opus Independents website, including a monthly round-up of new offers on 
our blog.
      Monthly email to app users with new offers and updates. 
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Trader profile page Offers page Map
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HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 

Offer can be changed monthly. Payment terms are 30 days. All prices do not include VAT.

6 Month Option: £120
£20 per month for a minimum term of 6 months. Includes 2 free push notifications.

12 Month Option: £180
£15 per month for a minimum term of 12 months. Includes 6 free push notifications.

6 Month Renewal: £90
Past clients will get the option to sign up for 6 months at the discounted price of £90 (£15 per month).  

12 Month Renewal: £120 
Past clients will get the option to sign up for 12 months at the discounted price of £120 (£10 per month). 

Push Notifications  
Short messages which pop up on users’ devices and link directly to your page on the App.
1 push notification - £20 
6 push notifications - £100
 

More information available at nowthenmagazine.com/discounts 

Contact: discounts@nowthenmagazine.com 



Information taken from the Sheffield Fairness Commission Report and the State of Sheffield 2014 Report.

During 2013, an independent report about fairness and inequality  

in Sheffield found that average life expectancy falls by 7.5 years for men  

and almost 10 years for women across the length of the 83 bus route,  

which links Millhouses in the south with Ecclesfield in the north.

Fairness on the 83 is a film project that tra
ces the 83 bus  

on its journey across the city, engaging members of the public and  

professionals in discussion about inequality in their city, encouraging  

debate and discussions on important topics and exploring what  

can be done to make Sheffield a fairer, less divided city.
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nowthenmagazine.com 

/fairnessonthe83

Indices of Multiple Deprivation

Overall rank score

 Top 1% most Deprived

 Top 5%

 Top 10%

 Top 20%

 Middle 50%

 Bottom 20%

 Bottom 10%

The 83  

Bue Route

1. Street Interview: Millhouses

2. Jason Leman, Sheffield Equality Group

3. Street Interview: Hunters Bar & Ecclesall Road

4. Kevin, Big Issue Vendor

5. Street Interview: City Centre

6. Ben Keegan, Roundabout

7. Jackie Hallewell, Sheffield Credit Union

8. Chris Walker, Citizens Advice

9. Street Interview: Burngreave & Shiregreen

10. Street Interview: Shirecliffe & Southey Green

11. SOAR Works

12. Street Interview: Parsons Cross & Ecclesfield

9

Filming & Editing: Nathan Gibson

Interviewers: Paul Blakeman & Sara Hill

Concept & Development: James Lock, Sam Walby & Sara Hill

Special Thanks To Professor Alan Walker
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Fairness on the 83
nowthenmagazine.com/fairnessonthe83
 

Fairness on the 83 was a project commissioned by the 
University of Sheffield’s Festival of the Mind in 2014. 

Inspired by Sheffield City Council’s Fairness Commission Report, 
published in 2013, which details levels of inequality across the 
city, we commissioned local filmmaker Nathan Gibson to make 
12 short films following the 83 bus route from the south of the 
city to the north. Over this bus route life expectancy changes by 
up to ten years. We placed these short films on an interactive 
map, allowing people to see different public responses to the 
statistics produced by the report across the bus route. 

We complemented this digital project by holding a temporary 
exhibition on a double decker bus in the city centre, enabling 
members of the public to watch the short films and join the 
discussion around fairness and inequality in Sheffield. 

We also held a month-long exhibition at Castle House, featuring 
photographs of participants and a series of laptops set up to 
enable visitors to watch the accompanying films. 

Online Marketing

We offer a variety of online marketing services, from blog posts, competitions and social networking 
support on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to building profiles, websites and promotional films. We 
have over 30,000 social media followers and over 40,000 visits to our website annually. We would 
be happy to discuss supporting your business with online marketing. Cost and delivery time will be 
determined by the particular needs of each client. Please contact us with any queries regarding our 
marketing services. 

Bespoke Projects

Our other online projects have included more bespoke projects around commissioning interactive 
multimedia content which engages audiences creatively. 

We are always open to writing proposals based on your needs. Do you need to reach a new demographic 
or create a promotional film, for example? We are also interested in collaborative projects, so if you have 
an idea in the back of your mind that’s bursting to get out, let us know. Our experience and creative 
networks in Sheffield can help you realise those ideas. 

Some examples of our past online work include: 
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Contact Us

James Lock
james@weareopus.org
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Now Then Discounts App
nowthenmagazine.com/discounts

Our first foray into the world of smartphone and tablet apps, the Now Then 
Discounts App has been a tremendous success. Designed to encourage users to 
shop independently rather than corporately, the Now Then Discounts App offers 
a comprehensive profile listing of over 50 independent traders in Sheffield, 
covering a wide range of different business sectors. 

The App is available for download on Android and Apple devices and has had 
over 20,000 downloads since it was launched. 

We complemented this project with a short film advert shown at the Showroom 
Cinema before 15 and 18 certificate films. 

Opus Shop
weareopus.org/shop

The Opus Shop is where we peddle our wares - from Now 
Then back issues to art prints, CDs and our first foray into book 
publishing, the Wordlife 10th Birthday Anthology.

We try to keep prices as low as we can and, as with all of 
our ventures, any profit is put back into the company’s core 
activities.

Opus Blog
weareopus.org/blog

Visiting the Opus Blog is a quick and easy way to plug into 
many of the fantastic traders, artists, promoters, writers, 
producers, doers, thinkers, makers and shakers we work with on 
a daily basis.

We use the blog to shout about the great and good of our city 
across many sectors and disciplines, promoting the importance 
of passion, character and uniqueness in all Sheffield ventures. 
New content posted weekly.
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WHY CHOOSE OPUS DISTRIBUTION? 

Opus Distribution is a social enterprise which provides unique distribution 
opportunities exclusively to independent traders, community groups, arts 
organisations, charities and local government. We distribute print to over 4,000 
locations in Sheffield, North Derbyshire, Manchester, Leeds, Nottingham, Barnsley, Doncaster, Chesterfield 
and Rotherham. 

Opus Distribution firmly believes in the values of transparency, dedication and customer service. We do 
our best to give you the maximum amount of information about your print, from the point that we place it 
in the public sphere to the point that it is no longer in date and in need of recycling. 

We consider it an essential part of our service that for work completed in Sheffield and North Derbyshire 
we are able to recycle a client’s print once it goes out of date. The added benefit of this is that we can 
estimate how much print has been picked up by the public and in which areas it was best received. This 
allows you a great deal of feedback on which to base your next print distribution campaign.  

After completing each distribution run, we send our clients a detailed report of which locations have 
received their print and in what quantities. This helps you to track your print as time progresses. 

WHO DO WE SERVE? 

We work exclusively with local traders, community groups, local government, arts organisations, 
independent promoters and charities, creating and sustaining strong networks and shared ideologies of 
independent trading. Opus Distribution, like many other organisations in Britain today, is a firm believer 
in keeping our local economy strong enough to fulfil the needs of the community. We will therefore not 
accept work from corporations, chains or franchises. 

Our regular clients include Sheffield Theatres, The University of Sheffield, Off the Shelf Festival of Words, 
Sensoria Festival, Sheffield Doc/Fest, Showroom Cinema, Now Then Magazine, Chesterfield Theatres, 
Barnsley Civic and many others. 

WHERE WILL YOU FIND IT? 

Your print will be placed in hot spots or places of high public interest - busy cafes, local libraries, bars, 
universities, restaurants, cinemas, hotels, theatres, halls of residence and retailers. 

Our distribution runs cover several thousand locations all over North Derbyshire, Lancashire and South 
Yorkshire – Bakewell to Buxton to Sheffield city centre to Manchester’s Northern Quarter. To our 
knowledge, we offer the largest number of distribution points in the region. 

We have used the experience gained over the last seven years of service to design blanket coverage runs 
over wide areas and targeted runs aimed at specific demographics, enabling our clients to minimise their 

OPUS DISTRIBUTION

O
PU

S D
ISTR

IB
U

TIO
N

Opus Independents are integral to the distribution of our print in and around Sheffield. The 
expertise and knowledge displayed about the services on offer is greatly appreciated and we 
look forward to working with them in the future.

SHEFFIELD CITY HALL



OUR SERVICES

Over many years of service, Opus Distribution has achieved a unique relationship with local traders, 
bars, cinemas, hotels, restaurateurs, cafe owners and the like, but also a deep knowledge of places of 
high public interest in Sheffield, Manchester, Leeds, Nottingham, Barnsley, Chesterfield, Doncaster, 
Rotherham, Chesterfield and the Peak District.
We are always expanding our service into new areas, so please get in touch if you are looking for 
distribution in an area not mentioned below. 

SHEFFIELD
Sheffield Full Run
A combination of all City Centre and South & West pick up points, with a broad reach across the centre 
and south-west of the city.
City Centre, Ecclesall Road, Sharrow Vale Road, Ecclesall Road South, London Road, Chesterfield Road, 
Woodseats, Nether Edge, Abbeydale Road, Heeley, Millhouses, Totley, Greenhill, Dore, Fulwood, Broomhill, 
Crookes, Crookesmoor. 

Approx 8,000 single-sheet flyers or 5,000 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Sheffield City Centre
The central hub of Sheffield, hosting a wide variety of cafes, cinemas, hotels, retailers, libraries and bars. 
The place where workers commute and people from all walks of life pass through week in, week out. If 
you want your print to reach the widest variety of people, we recommend our City Centre Run. 
Covering all manner of independent outlets, public buildings and spaces within and just outside the 
ring road, from Broomhill to the Parkway, Kelham Island to St Mary’s Gate and everywhere in between, 
including Division St, West St, St Paul’s Square, Campo Lane, both universities’ city campuses, and many 
more.
Approx 4,000 single-sheet flyers or 2,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Sheffield South & West
Sheffield is a city of small villages. Roads like Abbeydale and Ecclesall play host to whole communities 
filled with bars, restaurants, libraries and retailers. Reach the wider Sheffield community with our Out of 
Town Run.
Ecclesall Road, Sharrow Vale Road, Ecclesall Road South, London Road, Chesterfield Road, Woodseats, Nether 
Edge, Abbeydale Road, Heeley, Millhouses, Totley, Greenhill, Dore, Fulwood, Broomhill, Crookes, Crookesmoor. 
Approx 4,000 single-sheet flyers or 2,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.
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Read on to see the range of distribution routes we offer and decide who your print might like to meet. 

Opus is a great way to ensure the product you are promoting is seen right across the city 
and outer reaches of Sheffield. The team at Opus are friendly and flexible. It’s also great to 
see where print has gone to thanks to their comprehensive distribution reports. 

SHEFFIELD THEATRES



Sheffield North-East
Covering off-the-beaten track areas of Sheffield like Firth Park, Burngreave and Shirecliffe, the North 
Sheffield run engages with an audience from a rich variety of cultural backgrounds.
Fir Vale, Firth Park, Shire Green, Parson Cross, Pitsmoor, Burngreave, Hillsborough. 

Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.
 
Sheffield High Income Run
Want to reach those more refined patrons of the arts, or an older but engaged demographic? Then the High 
Income Run is for you, covering areas such as Dore, Totley, Fulwood, Nether Edge and Ecclesall Road, among 
others. 
Ecclesall Road, Ecclesall Road South, Sharrow Vale Road, Nether Edge, Millhouses, Totley, Greenhill, Dore, 
Fulwood, Crosspool, Walkley.
Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Sheffield Evening Run
The night-time economy is one of Sheffield’s strongest assets. Millions of pounds are spent and earned 
annually in Sheffield’s various bars, restaurants and clubs. If you want your print to reach the people 
who perpetuate this cog then our Evening Run is for you.
City Centre, Crookes, Broomhill, Ecclesall Road, London Road.
Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Sheffield Offices Run
Where do we spend most of our time? At work. We meet our friends, we plan our weekends and we 
share information about the goings-on in our various communities. What better way to inform people 
than to have your print on show in the workplaces and receptions of large Sheffield offices.
City Centre, Ecclesall Road, Sheaf Quays, Norton, Atlas Way, Penistone Road, Nursery St.
Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Sheffield Family & Young Persons’ Run
From museums and cinemas to play centres and hotels, if you want your print to reach resident or 
visiting families then take advantage of our Family and Young Persons’ Run.
City Centre, Bernard Road, Rother Valley, Heeley, Sheffield Parks & Gardens, Norton.
Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Sheffield Student & Young Professional Run
For students and young professionals, disposable income is a wonderful thing, and with students and 
young professionals, ‘disposable’ is often the word of choice. Put your print where these happy spenders 
like to spend their time and money with our Students and Young Professionals Run.
Key areas: City Centre, Ecclesall Road, Sharrow Vale Road, Crookes, Crookesmoor, Broomhill.
Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Sheffield Grassroots Run
Our selection of the key areas that are perfect for smaller scale promotional distribution. Takes both A3 
posters and single-sheet flyers. 
Broomhill, West Street & Division Street, Crookes & Crookesmoor, Fargate & Brown Street, Ecclesall Road 
& Sharrow Vale Road, London Road.
Approx 100 A3 posters or 1,500 single-sheet flyers or 500 multi-page brochures/booklets. 
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SOUTH YORKSHIRE & NORTH DERBYSHIRE
North Derbyshire & Peak District Run
Reaching out to the outlying villages and towns of the Peak District, like Castleton and Bakewell, is our 
North Derbyshire Run. Focussing on an often untapped audience of visiting tourists and local residents, 
this route is ideal for classical arts, theatre and outdoor activity events. 
Hathersage, Hope, Castleton, Bradwell, Bakewell, Ashford-in-the-Water. 
Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Rotherham General Run
At the confluence of the River Rother and the River Don, Rotherham is located between Sheffield and 
Doncaster and has a population of over 117,000 people. Reach out to people who are a mere six miles 
from Sheffield, less than half an hour’s drive away. 
Moorgate Road, High St, Town Centre, Mini Market, Corporation St, Ship Hill, Main St, Westgate, Wellgate, 
Catherine Street. 
Approx 2,500 single-sheet flyers or 1,000 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Chesterfield General Run
Just down the road, Chesterfield is a well-known market town and destination choice for tourists visiting 
South Yorkshire. Home to Britain’s largest outdoor market space, Chesterfield has a population of 
70,000 and a wealth of arts organisations and independent traders. Reach a like-minded audience in 
Derbyshire’s largest town. 
Town Centre, Market Place, Falcon Yard, Saltergate, Steeplegate, Church Lane, Packers Row, Knifesmith 
Gate, Elder Way, Cavendish Street, Church Way, Iron Gate, Long Shambles, Middle Shambles, Vicar Lane, 
Theatre Yard.
Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Doncaster General Run
Only 20 miles from Sheffield, Doncaster has a population of 65,000 people and, with the recent addition 
of an international airport and new shopping centre, has undergone massive regeneration across the 
arts and education sectors. 
High Street, Hall Gate, Cleveland Street, Princes Street, Priory Walk, Waterdale, Market Place, Sunny Bar, 
West Laith Gate, Baxter Gate, Nether Hall Rd, Silver Street, South Parade, St Georges Way, Church Way, 
Askern Road, Bentley. 
Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Barnsley Town Centre Run
Just 12 miles North of Sheffield, Barnsley lies on the River Dearne and has a population of around 
218,000. With a cultural heritage of brass bands and heavy industry, Barnsley is now in the process of 
regeneration, spearheaded by the presence of cultural institutions such as Barnsley Civic, playing host to 
a variety of cross-platform arts. 
Market Hill, Shambles Street, Eastgate, Church Street, Regent Street, Eldon Street Centre, Tourist Info, 
Wellington Street, Peel Street, Peel Parade, Market Street, The Arcade, Midland Street, Indoor Market, 
Barnsley Metrodome, Barnsley FC Oakwell, Sheffield Road. 
Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.
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MANCHESTER
Manchester Full Run
An extensive reach combining all our Manchester City Centre and Out Of Town pick-up points. This is 
our ultimate coverage package, placing flyers in a wide range of locations frequented day and night 
by the broad demographic of this city, including bars, cafes, libraries, theatres, music venues, galleries, 
museums and restaurants.
Northern Quarter, Castlefield, Deansgate, Ancoats, Oxford Road, Piccadilly, Chorlton (Wilbraham Road, 
Barlow Moor Road, Manchester Road), Whalley Range, Moss Side, West Didsbury, Wilmslow Road (East 
Didsbury, Withington, Fallowfield, Rusholme), Stockport Road (Levenshulme, Longsight), Hulme, Chapel 
Street, Trafford, Old Trafford, Sale, Altrincham, Little Underbank, Hillgate, Heaton Moor.
Approx 8,000 single-sheet flyers or 5,000 multi-page brochures/booklets.

South Manchester Run
Out of town but certainly not out of sight for many open-minded people with a diverse range of 
interests who are always looking for places to go and things to do. 
Key areas: Chorlton (Wilbraham Road, Barlow Moor Road, Manchester Road), Whalley Range, Moss Side, 
West Didsbury, Wilmslow Road (East Didsbury, Withington, Fallowfield, Rusholme), Stockport Road 
(Levenshulme, Longsight), Hulme.
Approx 4,000 single-sheet flyers or 2,500 multi-page brochures/booklets

Manchester Student & Young Professional Run
Disposable incomes are wonderful things, and with students and young professionals, ‘disposable’ is 
often the word of choice. Put your print where these happy spenders like to spend their time and money 
with our Students and Young Professionals Run.
Key areas: Oxford Road, Wilmslow Road (East Didsbury, Withington, Fallowfield, Rusholme), West 
Didsbury.
Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.

Manchester Grassroots Run
Our selection of the key areas that are perfect for smaller scale promotional distribution. Takes both A3 
posters and single-sheet flyers. 
Northern Quarter, Castlefield, Deansgate, Oxford Road, Salford, Chapel Street.
Approx 100 A3 posters or 1,500 single-sheet flyers or 500 multi-page brochures/booklet. 
 

LEEDS
Often recognised as the capital of Yorkshire and the Humber, Leeds is a thriving city with an economy 
worth over £52 billion. Our Leeds distribution list is a blanket coverage, geographically-orientated run 
designed to cover main city centre spots, as well as outlying student and young professional areas, 
including Hyde Park, Headingley and Chapel Allerton.  
Chapel Allerton, Meanwood, Woodhouse, Headingley, Hyde Park, Kirkstal, Blenheim Terrace, The Grand 
Arcade, St Peter Square, The Calls, The Corn Exchange, Kirkgate Market, Lower Briggate, Station Street, 
George Street.
Approx 4,000 single-sheet flyers or 2,000 multi-page brochures/booklets. 
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NOTTINGHAM
A vibrant and culturally rich city, Nottingham is also a popular tourist destination with a legacy of sporting 
greatness, as well as thriving music and arts scenes and two of the country’s top universities. At just a 
40-minute drive from Sheffield, the two cities have always had plenty to offer each other.
Areas covered include: Lace Market Area, Maid Marian Way, Castle Wharf, Theatre Square, Derby Road, 
Hockley and many more.
Approx 4,000 single-sheet flyers or 2,000 multi-page brochures/booklets. 
 

WAKEFIELD
Having enjoyed a recent city-wide regeneration, Wakefield now boasts a burgeoning Cultural Quarter, 
comprising several prestigious arts venues including The Hepworth, The Art House and the world-famous 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park, bringing thousands of people into the city each year.

Spanning the whole of the city centre and beyond, the Wakefield General Run encompasses all of the major 
areas of high public footfall, including Westgate, Northgate, The Springs, The Bull Ring, Wood Street, Drury 
Lane plus many more, and even out into the nearby bustling village of Horbury.
Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets. 
 

HUDDERSFIELD & KIRKLEES
As a university town with a student population of almost 20,000, Huddersfield has retained a sense 
of independent arts, culture and local trade, making it a popular destination with people from all of its 
surrounding districts in the wider Kirklees area. 

With all of the major areas coming into and leaving the town centre, the Huddersfield & Kirklees Run covers 
all bases, including Wakefield Road, Greenhead, Westgate, The Imperial Arcade, New Street, The Byram 
Arcade, The Packhorse Centre and many more, including the famous nearby village of Lindley.

Approx 3,000 single-sheet flyers or 1,500 multi-page brochures/booklets.
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We’ve used Opus Distribution many times and have always been delighted with the results. 
A fast, efficient, friendly service that gets our print media to the places that matter most and 
into the hands of the more discerning audiences across Sheffield. If you are looking for high 
quality print distro we can’t recommend them highly enough.

REGATHER COOPERATIVE

We couldn’t ask for a more reliable service. We sometimes have very tight turnarounds and 
Opus never let us down. The staff are very friendly too, always smiling and providing us with 
positive feedback. Their dedication to the job is brilliant.

SHOWROOM CINEMA
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Prices (ex VAT)Geographical Area Runs

Sheffield Full Run

Manchester Full Run

South Manchester Run

Sheffield South & West

Sheffield North-East

Sheffield City Centre

Doncaster General Run

Barnsley Town Centre Run

North Derbyshire & Peak District

Rotherham General Run

Chesterfield General Run

Targeted Runs

Sheffield High Income Run

Sheffield Evening Run

Sheffield Family & Young Person’s Run

Manchester Student & Young Professional Run

Sheffield Grassroots Run

Sheffield Student & Young Professional Run

Manchester Grassroots Run

Discounts are 
available for multiple 
orders of print or 
distribution over a 
series of months. 

Prices do not include 
VAT.

Leeds Run

Prices (ex VAT)

Sheffield Offices Run

PRICES

Nottingham Run

£600

£320

£320

£260

£300

£260

£280

£280

£280

£300

£300

£600

£320

£280

£250

£250

£280

£250

£150

£280

£150

Wakefield Run £280

Huddersfield & Kirklees Run £280

Contact Us

Ben Jackson
distribution@weareopus.org
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We host a range of regular events spanning genres and artistic mediums, from club nights to intimate 
acoustic shows, poetry slams to comedy nights, keynote speakers to political Q&As. 
 
We have extensive event management and promotion experience and are able to programme, promote 
and manage any type of event. We work in a variety of venues, from small venues with 100-person 
capacities to larger venues with up to 1,000 capacity. We are always interested to hear about new 
venues or events programmes, so please get in touch and we can discuss these on an individual basis. 

Below is a small selection of recent one-off and regular events hosted by Opus. 
 

CURRENT EVENTS

Festival of Debate
festivalofdebate.com

The Festival of Debate is made up of a series of panel discussions, debates, 
Q&As, artistic responses and keynote speeches in Sheffield, aiming to 
create a meaningful dialogue around key social, political and economic 
issues. It is hosted by Opus in collaboration with a range of partners across 
the city.

The Festival runs every year, and since 2015 has hosted high-profile writers, politicians, campaigners, 
comedians, artists and thinkers, including Yanis Varoufakis, George Monbiot, Shami Chakrabarti, Reni 
Eddo-Lodge, Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall, Owen Jones, Julian Assange, Steve Bell, Martha Spurrier, 
John Pilger, Melissa Benn, Grayson Perry, Prof David Nutt, Peter Tatchell and Akala. The Festival also 
includes a wide range of community panel discussions and Q&As, artistic responses, workshops, music, 
spoken word, theatre and comedy. 

 
Gadabout
weareopus.org/projects/opus-presents 

Gadabout is a series of music events hosted by Opus in collaboration with 
local singer-songwriter Neil McSweeney. Each event is held at a different 
venue across the city, bringing a range of musicians and new audiences. 
Gadabout has hosted musicians and bands including Chris T-T, Steven 
James Adams, Yorkston/Thorne/Khan, Laura Moody, Neil McSweeney, 
Furrow Collective, Richard Warren, Big Eyes Family Players, Holler, David J Roch and Richard 
Masters.

PAST EVENTS

Opus Acoustics
opuspresents.bandcamp.com

Our longest standing event series, Opus Acoustics was a free entry event 
at local pub The Riverside. The aim was to create an intimate performance 
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space for up-and-coming singer songwriters from all over the North and beyond. We combined this series 
of intimate performances with drinks and food deals, and dressed the venue to look like a kitsch 1970s 
living room. The event ran for 18 months, week in week out, and was extremely popular. We released a 
well-received CD compilation, entitled Opus Acoustics at The Riverside, which contained work from some 
of the most popular acts who performed during the series. We also hosted larger shows under the Opus 
Acoustics banner at The Lantern Theatre and Sheffield Cathedral. 

Not What You Know
mixcloud.com/notwhatyouknow

Not What You Know combined two elements. Firstly, we would select three 
members of a local band or producer to DJ a ‘personal influences’ set, 
which we then hosted online for people to listen to. Secondly, we created 
a unique quiz format, entitled ‘Ironic, Soon To Be Iconic Quiz’, which asked 
participants to respond to a number of completely ridiculous questions and drawing 
challenges. We then presented a winner with a drinks prize at the end. The night proved popular and 
we eventually went on to produce a double CD of the performers as a free download in association with 
local record label Planet Terror Records, which has garnered over 25,000 downloads to date.  
 

Peace in the Park
peaceinthepark.org.uk

Opus hosted the second stage, The Other Stage, at community festival 
Peace in the Park between 2007 and 2014, setting up equipment, booking 
bands and solo musicians, and compering. Peace in the Park is a not-for-
profit community arts festival, organised by volunteers and supported by 
local musicians, artists, performers and campaigners and attended by 
around 12,000 people each year.  

 
Opus Sessions

Our event series Sessions had a club night focus. Opening late and finishing 
even later at local Sheffield venue DQ, the Sessions events combined a cross 
genre of acts, creating a unique late night clubbing experience. Over this 
series we played host to the likes of Scotch Egg, Clark, Aim, ThePeteBox 
and a number of other high-profile performers. We combined these 
headline acts with well-known local and regional DJ acts, creating a high-
quality, multi-genre experience for audiences.  
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Contact Us

James Lock 
james@weareopus.org
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ABOUT WORDLIFE

Formed in 2006, Wordlife has evolved into one of the leading advocates for 
literature in the Yorkshire region.  
 
Wordlife started as a response to the lack of live literature events in Sheffield 
and since then has developed a programme across Yorkshire and beyond, including events, publications 
and bespoke projects designed to bring new audiences to literature. In recent years Wordlife has been 
particularly active in exploring cross-platform work and the meeting points between new technology 
and literature. Wordlife is part of not-for-profit social enterprise, Opus Independents. 
 
If you are interested in Wordlife running a project for you, get in touch at joe@wordlife.co.uk. We are 
always open to new conversations with organisations that share our aims and values.

 
Wordlife’s regular event series is the most popular and diverse 
regular poetry event in Yorkshire. Wordlife have run events in a range 
of locations, from pubs to theatres, nightclubs, museums, parks and 
everything in between. We’ve featured leading poets from the UK, 
such as Kate Tempest, Lemn Sissay and Joe Dunthorne, and the 
best-known poets from the US slam scene, such as Buddy Wakefield 
and Derrick Brown. We’ve partnered with national organisations 
like Apples and Snakes, The British Council and The Arts Council 
alongside long-standing relationships with local festivals such as Off 
The Shelf Festival of Words. Our events have been featured in The 
Independent, The Guardian and The Yorkshire Post. We’ve helped 
lead the development of the literature sector in Yorkshire by creating 
a community of writers, audiences and like-minded organisations.

Our bespoke project series has seen Wordlife innovate with both digital and participatory projects. From 
Poetry On The Trams, putting an original poem inspired by movement on every tram in Sheffield as part 
of the 2012 Cultural Olympiad, to Digital Poetry Slams, the first integrated online poetry slams of their 
kind creating a literature map of individual cities, Wordlife is committed to finding new ways of reaching 
out to audiences and developing poetry as an art form. 
 

EVENTS

Wordlife have been running high-quality, innovative poetry events 
since 2006. We run a regular event series in Sheffield in various 
venues and currently also programme regular events for the 
Barnsley Civic Theatre and The Orangery in Wakefield. Previous 
clients also include The National Media Museum, Theatre In The 
Mill, Sheffield Council, Sheffield Museums, Off The Shelf Festival 
of Words, The University of Sheffield, Sheffield Hallam University 
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‘One of the purveyors of the new literary night out’ The Independent

‘An incredibly entertaining evening’  The Yorkshire Post

Salena Godden

Hollie McNish



and many others. We are passionate about partnerships and regularly collaborate with national 
organisations like Apples and Snakes, The British Council and The Arts Council. 

We have experience in running a wide range of events, from open mics to poetry slams, featured 
readings, pop-up events and cross-discipline shows including comedy, theatre and music. We can target 
events at new audiences, existing poetry audiences or particular demographics. A lot of past work has 
included specialising in programming for 18-30 year olds, who are often target audiences for literature 
festivals that usually engage older audiences. 

As every event is delivered bespoke to the partner that has commissioned it, we do not have a single 
model event that we offer. We try and tailor our events to ensure they are high quality, bring in new 
audiences but also plug into the local literature infrastructure as opposed to competing with it. Our 
events programme is incredibly flexible to a range of budgets and can be delivered with optional extras 
such as marketing, branding, photography and filming.  

PREVIOUS WORDLIFE PROJECTS

Wordlife have delivered a range of bespoke work that has 
been commissioned by clients and partners or we have 
sourced funding for ourselves directly. These projects can 
be rolled out in various cost models. If you are interested 
in us delivering one for you, get in touch and let us know 
what your priorities are. We’re very happy to have initial 
discussions without charge to ensure we can deliver 
the right project for you. We’re always excited about 
developing new projects.
 
 
Poetry Light Night 
Large-scale Projection of Poem Films

Wordlife have been working with poetry and film for a 
number of years. Since October 2015 we have led the 
development of several high profile projection projects. 
These typically involve the commissioning of newly 
themed work from contemporary writers which are then 
turned into poem films by a team of filmmakers and 
animators and projected onto central buildings in public 
locations. These projects are innovative, high impact and 
deliver large audience numbers, mostly reaching out to new audiences for poetry. 
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Wordlife are an organisation who are very much a force for good for live literature in 
Yorkshire. They provide platforms for artists and audience development in an artform and 
in an area of the country where their work is very valuable and necessary. I, personally, have 
benefitted from this as an artist and promoter. Kate Fox



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10th Birthday Anthology 

To celebrate Wordlife’s 10th Birthday in 2016, we published our first ever 
anthology, supported by a national reading tour.

The book was edited by Wordlife’s Director Joe Kriss and includes 52 
writers, all of whom Wordlife has worked with directly over the last 
ten years. Featured writers include Lemn Sissay, Hollie McNish, Buddy 
Wakefield, Salena Godden, Luke Wright and Helen Mort. The Anthology was 
launched at poetry events in London, Wakefield, Sheffield, Manchester and 
Lincoln, with a total audience of over 450 people.

 

 
Year of Making

Wordlife applied to the ‘Year of Making’ for one of their large-
scale commissions to celebrate the history and culture of making 

in Sheffield through poetry. We created four poet-in-residences 
across the city in well known public locations known for their 
significance in the history of making. The poems from these 

residencies were then given to four filmmakers to turn into poem 
films which were then projected onto Weston Park Museum in 

Sheffield. 

The work from this project can be viewed at weareopus.org/projects/wordlife/wordlife-projects/
digital-poet-in-residence

 
 
Poetry Light Night

Wordlife commissioned poets Tony Walsh and Rommi 
Smith to create original poems inspired by John Ruskin’s 
writings. John Ruskin was a prominent writer, social 
activist and philanthropist who was extremely influential 
and wrote on a huge and varied set of subjects as diverse 
as architecture, poetry, classical texts and politics. Rommi 
Smith and Tony Walsh researched John Ruskin’s works 
and were tasked with writing an original poem based on 
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As someone who has performed professionally all over the UK and beyond I can honestly 
say that the Wordlife event which I performed at in Sheffield was amongst my absolute 
favourites. The event was very professionally run, attracted a sizeable, diverse and 
enthusiastic audience and provided an excellent showcase for both established and 
emerging poets and spoken word artists. Nights like this are exactly what the scene needs 
and I would heartily recommend the Wordlife team to audiences, programmers and 
potential funders alike.  Tony Walsh



W
O

R
D

LIFE

their interpretations of his writings. These poems were then given to two filmmakers, Annie Watson and 
Rob Speranza to be turned into poem films that were then projected onto the frontage of the Upper 
Chapel building.

A short documentary video of Poetry Light Night can be seen at youtube.com/
watch?v=SJz8OvBu5q8 
 

Queen of Air 
 

Queen of Air was a poem film made for large-scale projection for 
the Amy Johnson Festival in Hull. The poem was written by poet 
and Wordlife Director Joe Kriss and the short film was made by 
BAFTA-nominated filmmaker Annie Watson. Amy Johnson was 

one of Hull’s most famous daughters, an aviatrix who broke world 
records in flying times from England to Australia, Cape Town and 

across the world. The Amy Johnson Festival marked seventy years 
since her first world record-breaking flight.

 
Poet Joe Kriss researched Amy Johnson’s life through biographies 

and copies of letters written to her family and wrote a poem examining Amy’s fearless solo flights 
around the globe. Filmmaker Annie Watson used this poem to inspire a short film that included some 
archive footage of Amy, alongside stylised movements from dancers and moths that represented the 

fragility and frailty of aviation at the time and the bravery with which Amy confronted these risks.
 

This film can be seen at youtube.com/watch?v=HKt5txJ0ScU
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unity Words 
 
Our monthly programme of events held at Unity Works in Wakefield in 
partnership with A Firm Of Poets and part-funded by Arts Council England.

The event has a standard format of one nationally-known headliner, 
followed by a regional or local support poet and five open mic spots who 
attend a workshop earlier in the day before performing in the evening. 
2016 saw us bring some of the biggest names in spoken word to Wakefield 
including Hollie McNish, Buddy Wakefield, Luke Wright and Salena Godden, 
while also supporting and developing local talent. Our 2017 programme 
was successful in obtaining further Arts Council England funding and 

Off The Shelf Festival of Words have worked with Wordlife for a number of years. Wordlife 
have organised events for the festival including open mics, closing and opening party 
style events with words and music. We have also collaborated on some major projects 
and commissions. The work produced has always been excellent and we continue to be 
impressed by the quality of their work and the artistic ideas they come up with. 
Off The Shelf Festival of Words



throughout the year we will be running events on the last Wednesday of every month in the Unity 
Works Cafe Bar.  
 
For up to date listings and more information, go to wordlife.co.uk

 
 

Word On The Street 
 

Our outreach literature programme based in Hull, run in 
partnership with Freedom Festival and A Firm of Poets and 

funded by the James Reckitt Trust and the Arts Council.  

In 2016 we ran an audience development project for Freedom 
Festival in Hull for spoken word, ahead of them designating a full 

spoken word stage for the first time at Freedom Festival itself, held from 1-4 September. We ran three 
large-scale spoken word events in venues across the city alongside a workshop programme for local 

poets. Each event was in collaboration with a pre-existing live literature night or arts organisation in the 
city to help form new partnerships. 

 
 
Digital Writing Maps 
 
Wordlife has led the creation of digital literature maps 
which are bespoke online maps designed to showcase the 
culture and history of writing in specific locations. These 
online maps can house multiple types of content including 
text, images, videos and information about the local literary 
infrastructure.  They are designed to encourage the cross-
pollination of audiences from local literary events, students, 
heritage trails, universities and literature organisations 
by providing content from all of them in one place. These 
websites help build audiences, deepen local collaboration 
and provide information for aspiring writers in the region to 
find new opportunities.
 
We have developed writing maps for Sheffield and for Manchester supported by Sheffield Hallam 
University and Manchester Metropolitan University respectively.
 
You can view the websites at writingsheffield.com & writingmanchester.com
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Wordlife was a brilliant event to perform at and to go to. It really stood out as an event that 
attracted new audiences to poetry, using a perfect local venue that isn’t normally a poetry 
centre. For me, that’s the perfect combo, because people find poetry there, and young 
people aren’t intimidated to come and give it a try. The crowd was super, welcoming and so 
enthusiastic. Not your standard poetry night for sure. Hollie McNish
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VR Poetry Installations 

Wordlife have created two Virtual Reality Poetry Installations. 
These involve filming poets in 360 degree film. We then create 

a bespoke interactive interface which acts as a menu screen for 
the VR videos. Users are able to watch the videos using Samsung 

Gear VR technology which involves playing the videos from 
the most recent Android phones which are then plugged into a 

headset providing the pop-up VR experience.

In both of these projects we filmed poets in locations that synced up with the work themselves, filming 
Helen Mort’s title poem from her collection ‘Division Street’ on Division Street in Sheffield. The second 

project involved commission work directly for the VR experience. Poets were asked to imagine the 
camera as a character. Users feel as if they are a person present in each location and that the poet is 

talking directly to them. This work has toured several literature festivals and is currently available at all 
of our live literature events. 

 
 

Distant Lands 

Wordlife was commissioned to develop a project 
by Off The Shelf Festival of Words marking the 
centenary of the creation of stainless steel in 
Sheffield by Harry Brearley. The brief was to create 
a poetry project that celebrated the Steel City and 
created original work that would be translated 
into other languages. Wordlife researched where 
Sheffield stainless steel was exported and used 
across the world, finding examples in London, New 
Zealand, France, and Spain. We commissioned the creation of five original pieces of work inspired by 
the use of stainless steel in each location by local writers Gav Roberts, Gevi Carver, Joe Kriss, Helen 
Mort and Steve Scott. These poems were then translated into the destination language of each poem, 
and performances were filmed in old industrial locations in Sheffield, such as old steelworks and canals.
 

These videos are hosted at weareopus.org/2013/10/distant-lands 
 

 
Picture The Poet 

An event in collaboration with the National Portrait Gallery, 
Apples and Snakes and Museums Sheffield, we hosted two 

high-profile, sold-out poetry events at the Graves Gallery in 
Sheffield. With a combined audience of nearly 500 people, these 
events were centred around featured spoken word performances 

from local and national performers in an intimate atmosphere. 
Performers included Derbyshire poet laureate Helen Mort, US 

touring poet Buddy Wakefield and the critically-acclaimed poet 
and broadcaster Lemn Sissay.

 
A short documentary video of Picture The Poet can be seen at 

youtube.com/watch?v=Jz-5TcEBr94 
Lemn Sissay

Helen Mort



 

Off The Shelf Slam 

Each year we work closely with Sheffield’s largest annual celebration of 
reading and writing, Off The Shelf Festival of Words. As well as bespoke 
commissions each year, we are tasked with running a celebratory closing 
event marking the end of the festival.

For the last four years we’ve hosted the largest poetry slam in Yorkshire. 
We follow traditional slam rules with two rounds and up to 3 minutes per 
round for each poet. The event is judged by three random members of the 
audience. These events often feature comedians and live music alongside 
poetry to try and reach new audiences. Previous headliners have included 
Hollie McNish and Mark Grist and have been held at a range of locations 
across the city including Shakespeares, Queens Social Club and Theatre 
Delicatessen.
 
More information on Off The Shelf Festival of Words at offtheshelf.org.uk
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artistic Development & Mentoring 

Wordlife have been leading the development of poetry and 
spoken word as an art form in Yorkshire for the last ten years. 

We have run a whole range of event and workshop programmes, 
alongside artistic development projects for local poets, which 

have included commissioned work, professional development and 
mentoring. As a result of this long-standing work, we are often 

asked to run programmes developing poetry as an art form.
  
Workshops 

Wordlife is able to deliver creative writing workshops for both one-off and ongoing projects aimed 
at either introductory or advanced levels. Our facilitators have many years of experience delivering 
workshops in a range of community, professional and educational settings. From primary schools 
to universities and retirement homes, our facilitators have the ability to create and design their own 
programme of work or provide workshops to particular specifications or outcomes. All of our facilitators 
are DBS checked and covered by the company’s public liability insurance.  
 
Previous projects include being a delivery partner for True Grit Digital Poetry, a poetry outreach 
programme funded by the Yorkshire Festival that included both digital and participatory elements. We 
workshopped a group of 12 local poets to create a collective piece themed around Yorkshire and ‘True 
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It was great to work with Wordlife. Their artistic and aesthetic standards are high and the 
live event they organised worked really well. The two new poems and films projected onto 
a beautiful building were stunning. Wordlife researched the subject well - they understood 
the value of collaborating with Ruskin’s ideas, and provided all the partners involved with an 
opportunity to work together in new ways. Ruth Nutter, Ruskin in Sheffield, on Poetry Light 
Night



Grit’, which was then filmed in a variety of locations across Sheffield and shared via the Welcome To 
Yorkshire YouTube channel. We’ve also provided workshops for Off The Shelf, both Hallam and Sheffield 
universities, and a range of other arts organisations.

More information on Wordlife and past projects can be found at wordlife.co.uk
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Contact Us

Joe Kriss
joe@wordlife.co.uk

COMMISSIONS & SERVICES
 
We are a talented and enthusiastic bunch, with a variety of skill sets at our disposal across 
physical and digital mediums. Collectively we are interested in projects which are creatively 
challenging as well as offering something back to the community. Social change through 
creative activities is our mantra, so if you have a project in mind that you think would suit us, 
please get in touch to discuss this further. 

Our skillsets include, but are certainly not limited to:
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Project planning, management & evaluation
Event planning & delivery
Promotion, PR & Marketing
Copy writing & editing 
Income generation - sales, sponsorship & 
funding 

Social media & online 
Video & audio production 
Photography 
Graphic design & web design 
 

Some examples of our recent commissioned work include:

Eat Sheffield

We undertook an extensive review of the Eat Sheffield project and investigated its future sus-
tainability, including interviews and focus groups with past nominees, award winners and mem-
bers of the community. We then developed a proposal for how the Eat Sheffield project could 
progress going forward, what it should hope to achieve and what role it should play within the 
sector. 

This is Sheffield & Experience Sheffield City Centre - An Independent Guide

We collaborated with Eleven Design on the two independent guides to Sheffield which were 
both funded by Sheffield Business Improvement District (BID). We undertook a large proportion 



Contact Us

James Lock 
james@weareopus.org
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of the copywriting and project-managed the photography element of the guide.

Shaping Futures

We are undertaking a project with Sheffield Hallam University creating different resources based 
on their alumni’s experience of using their humanties degrees in work after graduation. This 
will result in the creation of a print brochure and short filmed interviews with alumni to create a 
resource for current and prospective students of Sheffield Hallam University, informing them of 
creative career opportunities open to them after graduation.

PACKAGES
Because we operate such a wide range of services, we are always in a position to combine 
marketing options and services to best suit your budget or organisation. We are committed to 
offering the lowest possible price for our services and often are able to offer discounts when clients 
use multiple services – for example, an advert and distribution package deal. Get in touch and we’ll 
see what we can do for you. 
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CONSULTANCY
Opus Independents is one of the largest and 
longest-running social enterprises in Sheffield. 
Demonstrating year-on-year growth of 
approximately 20% over the last three years, the 
company has a track record as one of the leading 
arts and culture organisations in  the North. 

Opus works with a broad cross-section of arts 
organisations, festivals, independent traders 
and local government. Over the last ten years, 
the team have gathered varied experience and 
strong networks of contacts that have allowed 
the company to expand and scale up its ambition. 
Opus is now offering this expertise to other 
organisations in the region.
 

James was just so incredibly 
helpful. He was full of positivity for 
our project, had done his research 

on us and asked us useful and sharp 
questions. His consultancy made 

us see our obstacles in a new way 
and gave us a lot of support to 

overcome them. We really couldn’t 
recommend his kind help and 

expertise enough. 
Natalie Fiennes  

Editor, Strike! Magazine

WHAT WE’D DO 
 
Research – We’d look at the current provision in your chosen area or sector, scoping out what 
other organisations are doing, both locally and nationally, to establish best practice.
 
Planning –  We’d help you plan your new project by looking at the business case, establishing 
who your potential partners and clients are, how you might best raise funds, and how you can 
achieve your social aims. 

Strategy –  New projects need constant innovation to survive and grow. We can help you look 
at the potential scaling of your project to another area or location or the development of an 
entirely new income stream.



Evaluation –  Evaluation is a key skill for a new project. If you’re a social enterprise accessing 
funding streams, you’ll need to build monitoring and evaluation into the heart of every project 
you run. We can help show you how to do this without taking up too many resources or too 
much time, while ensuring it’s a worthwhile process that helps you plan for the future. 
 
 
TYPES OF CONSULTANCY 
 
Start-Up – If this is a new business or project, you will need more assistance in mapping 
potential clients, partners and funders, developing a business plan or a proof of concept.
 
Growth – If this is an existing project, we can help you evaluate what you are already doing well, 
while understanding where you could improve and maximise potential for growth. You might 
need more time targeted at developing strategy and evaluation of delivery.
 
 
OUR PROJECT PORTFOLIO 
 
A Sheffield Social Enterprise
 
Opus was founded in 2008 as a not-for-profit, 
independent organisation working in culture, 
politics and the arts, encouraging and supporting 
participation, activism and creativity through 
mediums including print, online and live events. 

In order to achieve our key aims, Opus has 
created several core projects with multiple income streams, including a mix of both earned and 
funded income. Launched following the 2008 crash, in an increasingly competitive funding 
environment, Opus has had to build innovation, resilience and sustainability into its core. 

We understand how to create and bring new projects to fruition while staying true to your social 
aims. We know what your clients, funders and potential audiences are looking for. Whether 
you’re an existing social enterprise wondering how to develop a new income stream or a new 
organisation trying to get off the ground, we can help.

Event Management & Marketing
 

Opus runs or co-runs approximately 200 events every year, 
from ten-person workshops to public lectures, 800-capacity 

live music events and festival stages. 

We have vast experience in programming, marketing and 
event delivery, including the acquisition of temporary event 

notices, pop-up bar installs and AV equipment.  We’ve 
grown Festival of Debate into one of the UK’s largest 

politics festivals, from 20 events reaching 2,000 people in 
2014 to over 80 events reaching over 10,000 in 2018. 
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Our marketing services are unrivalled in the city’s independent sector, including our magazine 
Now Then, our leaflet and poster distribution service reaching over 1,000 puiblic locations 

in South Yorkshire and beyond, and our digital marketing offer through our website and 
social media profiles. If you’re looking for support running an existing event series, or you’re 

wondering about a new events strand, you’ve come to the right place. Opus has worked with 
almost every festival, venue and live act in Sheffield. If we don’t know how to do it, we’ll know 

someone who does.
 
 
Now Then Magazine
 
Now Then Magazine is one of the largest 
independent monthly print magazines in the UK. 
It is 100% sustainable and run with advertising 
revenues from independent traders, arts 
organisations and local government exclusively. 
We run a magazine with high print quality and 
engaging content which stays true to our social 
aims. Now Then Magazine is the cornerstone of 
our organisation, supporting and nurturing an 
independent voice that helps cultivate the best and 
brightest of the city and bring it to new audiences. 

We are a founding partner and a trustee of The Media Fund,  a burgeoning network of 
independent media sources across the UK that seeks to be more than the sum of its parts. We 
have helped and mentored the creation of new magazines, including Doncopolitan in Doncaster 
and How Do?! in Bradford, as well as supporting existing publications, such as Strike! in London. 
If you think a place near you needs something like Now Then, get in touch to find out how.
  

Literature Programming
 

Opus’ literature strand Wordlife is one of the leading 
literature organisations in the North. We’ve carried out 

large-scale outreach and engagement projects for large arts 
organisations, programmed spoken word events in areas 
of low engagement and run projects exploring how new 

technology and literature might sit together. 

We run one of the longest running poetry series in the UK 
in Sheffield, attracting the biggest names in live literature. 

If you’re an arts organisation that hasn’t engaged with 
literature before, or a cross-platform arts festival that wonders how it could involve more 

literature in its programme, then we’d love to hear from you. We can deliver a complete package 
across any budget or help you do it yourself.



Contact Us

James Lock 
james@weareopus.org
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Why Opus?
 
Opus is not just a consultancy service. We are 
national leaders in our chosen areas of social 
enterprise, the arts and the media. As practicing 
producers, commissioners, editors and artists, 
we are active partners in the networks you need 
to access and are facing the same challenges as 
you.
 
Helping other organisations is at the heart of 
our ideals as an organisation. We exclusively 
work with arts organisations, third sector, 
independents and local government, because 
we believe in supporting the local economy 
and holding true to our principles. Offering a 
consultancy service is another way for Opus to 
help achieve its social aims.

Now Then Magazine have been 
instrumental in developing 
Doncopolitan. Their advice and 
expertise helped shape every 
aspect of our work, from design 
and editing to advertising and 
running a business that could 
succeed in a struggling economic 
climate in Doncaster. 

We wouldn’t exist without their 
support.

Rachel Horne 
Editor, Doncopolitan Magazine 

If you are interested in our consultancy offer, please get with us. 

Our rates are flexible based on budget and size of organisation, and we are always willing to 
meet up for a no-obligation chat about your project.
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